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Artist's Statement

Starting in the Garden of Eden, naughty Eve has been paying the price for 
convincing Adam to eat the forbidden fruit. Ever since she has been conveniently 
left out of history and getting paid half his salary. It wasn't until the middle ages 
that this notorious fruit became an apple, illustrating this seminal event for a 
world of illiterates. Painters chose the shiny, plump,  familiar red fruit which I am 
using to represent the beginning of  gender disparity.   I take everyday apples 
and mark them with the word “EVIL” by hand carving or laser etching. Piercing 
the skin of the apple to expose its flesh references the uneasy recognition of our 
own female vulnerabilities. Then I either photograph them in installations or turn 
them into sculptural objects.   The photographs place the “EVIL” apples in 
settings with gender, bible or fairy tale associations such as a pristine kitchen, an 
apple orchard, or amongst a bevy of fairy tale princesses. Sculptural 
presentations utilize apples that are freeze dried as a metaphor for preserving 
ancient stereotypes of male and female roles. 

This group of work is in line with my past explorations of human 
connections, whether it's personal or political, an intimate relationship or a 
marginalized group. I work in series starting with a word or sentence that 
exemplifies and distills a situation.  I put the letters onto objects and  photograph 
them being used or installed in settings staying open to accidental happenings. 
For exhibits, the objects are displayed along with archival ink jet prints of the 
images. I am very conscious of speaking to an audience, declaring private 
musings publicly to play with taboos or challenge social norms. The didactic 
nature of the bold words derives from our desire to communally declare and 
explore our seemingly private selves. 


