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CHRISTY OATES: “Kaleidoscope Algorithm” 
 

March 10 through May 6, 2012 
Opening reception Saturday, March 10, 2012 6 - 9 PM 

 
Lois Lambert Gallery presents a collection of laser 

cut wood pieces by artist Christy Oates. 

“Kaleidoscope Algorithm” features a series of 

geometric marquetry pieces inspired by randomly 

generated popular images of current events. 

Oates questions the boundaries between 

“manufactured art” and manufactured products, 

and plays with the traditional processes and tools 

of woodworking. The work is motivated by the 

technology and machinery Oates’ uses in her artistic process. 
 

Oates utilizes computer aided drafting commands, which she calls her algorithm, to manipulate 

the most popular image taken each day from Google Trends. The image is randomly 

generated, mirrored, and repeated to create a completely unique kaleidoscope pattern. The 

artist removes the decision-making process from the art, as human control over the way the 

individual pieces are produced is limited. Though each image is chosen at random, using the 

same algorithm on each piece allows for a relationship within the series and allows the viewer 

to compare and contrast the effects of the manufacturing process. “Kaleidoscope Algorithm” 

will also include her functional furniture pieces, inspired by traditional origami and the process 

in which a two dimensional plane can become a three dimensional object. These pieces focus 

on minimalism and functionality for a space in constant transition. 
 

Christy Oates received her Masters in Furniture Design at San Diego State University. Oates’ 

functional furniture pieces have recently been chosen for the Smithsonian’s exhibition “40 

under 40: Craft Futures” opening in the summer of 2012 at its Renwick Gallery. 

Avant Garde 
18 x 18 inches 
Zebra Wood, Maple, Wenge, Alder, Bobinga 
 


