
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE July 28, 2009 
LOIS LAMBERT GALLERY 
Bergamot Station                               310-829-6990 phone 
2525 Michigan Ave, E3                        310-829-5707 fax 
Santa Monica, CA 
90404 
gfa1@mindspring.com, galleryoffunctionalart.net, loislambertgalllery.com, 
ourgallerystore.com 
 
NICOLE GORDON 
"SALIGIA" 
September 12 through November 8, 2009 
Opening Reception Saturday, September 12, 6-9 PM 
 
Nicole Gordon, a Chicago-based artist, will exhibit her Seven Deadly Sins series at 
her first solo show at the Lois Lambert Gallery entitled, "Saligia". SALIGIA is a 14th 
century mnemonic device that uses the first letters of the seven sins in Latin, which 
are Superbia (pride), Avaritia (greed), Luxuria (lust), Invidia (envy), Gula (gluttony), 
Ira (anger), and Acedia (sloth).  
 
The series depicts the ways in which the Seven Deadly Sins have driven mankind to 
forsake the environment.  Each piece explores a different way in which one of the 
primary sins drives consumer demand for excess or motivates industry to satisfy that 
demand, often despite the negative consequences to the environment.  In Gordon's 
"Living Under Sodom's Terrain" (LUST), men dressed in protective gear dig up 
radiating barrels of toxic waste.  These barrels, known as Leaking Underground 
Storage Tanks by today's environmentalists, give the piece its name.  In the work 
"Even Now Vegas Yearns" (ENVY), we encounter laborers in an open-pit mine 
struggling to unearth gemstones and diamonds which are ultimately unattainable to 
them. An eighth work, "The Culmination," combines all of the sins as they crescendo 
into war. 
 
Pride, envy, gluttony, greed, lust, sloth, and wrath are all represented in their most 
environmentally pernicious forms. Her phenomenal workmanship, sensitivity to color, 
and rhythmic organization of forms engage the viewer in a cautionary tale that 
reflects both the hope and the possibility for change. 
 
The anachronistic style and whimsy of Ms Gordon's highly-stylized scenic paintings 
belie a complex iconography that juxtaposes contemporary imagery with 16th 
century technique.  Her work draws on imagery from historical references in Western 
European genre paintings, Decorative Arts, and scenes from contemporary life.  
Particularly influenced by artists Pieter Bruegel and Hieronymus Bosch, Ms Gordon's 
work explores the strengths and weaknesses of humankind.  Juxtaposing 
iconography sampled from Bruegel and Bosch's work with contemporary imagery 
establishes a framework for her to explore the complexities of human nature. She 
uses images that, regardless of their original context, speak across time and space.  
Associations with the blandness or the mundane of contemporary imagery are 
thrown into contrast with the sometimes horrific and disconcerting allusions from the 
complexity of humanity. 
 
Nicole Gordon has a BFA from the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor and also 
studied at the Lorenzo de'Medici University in Florence, Italy.  She has been shown in 
numerous galleries, including a recent solo exhibit at the Elmhurst Art Museum. She 



has completed public art projects for the Chicago Transit Authority and is presently 
in a solo exhibition at the Chicago Cultural Center. 
 
 
"Living Under Sodom's Terrain"  
(LUST), men dressed in protective gear dig up radiating barrels of toxic waste. 


