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Lois Lambert Gallery is proud to present the 

paintings of Judith Mullen.  

 

Mullen incorporates combinations of paper, 

plaster, paint and collage on canvas to 

create her contemporary frescoes. Mullen’s 

process creates layers, which form unique 

textured surfaces. The fresco surfaces are 

then painted on with colors attributed to the 

artist’s surrounding environment, whether it 

is in her studio in urban Chicago or her spiritual getaway in the vast deserts of New 

Mexico.   

 

Mullen’s paintings are mostly abstract, but always allude to nature. The paint marks range 

from linear and controlled to fluid and organic to represent characteristics of the industrial 

and natural worlds. Mullen observes and experiences the seasonal and urban environment 

shifts from her extensive travels across the country and Europe, but also from her daily 

commute from her home in the suburbs to her city studio. Though a large part of Mullen’s 

exploration consists of the contrast of nature and the technology-centric modern world, 

Mullen also considers the harmony and how the two opposing elements have come to 

coexist within society. 

 

Mullen made the decision to cut herself off from the constant flood of information created 

by television, newspapers, and radio that can overwhelm everyday life. By doing so, her 
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keen sense of awareness towards the divide between mass media culture and nature 

allows her to express her concerns with acute sensitivity which can be seen in her color 

choices—the neutral whites, browns, greys, and black reflect the natural environment while 

the colorful, acidic yellows, pinks, reds and greens echoes her manufactured surroundings.  

 

Mullen received her BFA in painting and drawing from the School of the Art Institute of 

Chicago. She had solo exhibitions at the Krasl Art Museum, Linda Warren Gallery, and the 

Giola Gallery. Mullen was awarded the Vermont Studio Fellowship in 2012. Her pieces 

have been exhibited in Porter Contemporary, Evanston Art Center, and Beacon Street 

Gallery. She is the recipient of residency awards from Ox-bow and CAt’art. 

  
 


