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CARMEN SPERA 
“GUNS & ROSES” 
 

November 13 – January 2, 2011 
Opening reception Saturday, November 13, 2010 6 PM – 9 PM 
 
The Lois Lambert Gallery presents the newest works in glass by artist Carmen 
Spera in “Guns & Roses.”  Featuring a collection of glass and mirror AK47s, 
pistols, and a grenade launcher, Spera evokes provocative conversation on the 
topic of guns as a metaphor for who we are and how we relate to our world.  
Richly decorated with familiar branding like Cartier, Gucci, and Fendi, the 
immediately absurd is masked by the deeper, more disturbing reality of the 
consequences of greed, excessiveness, and conquest that “hits you at a gut 
level.”   
 
Created as a response to his frustrations with the Bush administration and the 
failure of the Iraq war, these guns become a social commentary that throws into 
question our own personal identities as well as that of the collective whole of our 
culture.  The mixture of his imagery creates a tug-of-war on an unconscious level 
as the viewer is confronted with the beautiful, the dangerous, and the ultimate 
metaphor of excess that they both reflect.  The material itself resonates with the 
dichotomy of the force of a weapon and the fragility of the glass it is made from.  
Guns equated with power are stripped of their function, becoming mere fragile 
objects gussied up for our pleasure, and hopefully, our contemplation.   
 
According to Spera, “we’re not going to achieve a resolution to war and violence 
by not looking at the images and not talking about it.”  Spera is confident that, 
one way or another, each piece will illicit an immediate response in a diverse 
audience, and cause people to examine, question, and rethink their motivations. 
 
Spera is featured in the permanent collection of the prestigious American Craft 
Museum in New York and has participated in numerous solo and group 
exhibitions internationally. 



 


