
 
 

 

ARTIST STATEMENT: RIGOBERTO MENA 
 
I have been working in abstraction since 1997. I was previously interested in 
African, Pre-Columbian art and Oceanic art. I was mostly interested in the 
symbolism;   in fact I was flirting with abstraction from long ago. 
Unbeknownst to my meeting in Mexico with Osvaldo Sanchez important critic, 
who lives in Mexico City, was an important point, I suggested to see a book of 
Philippe Gouston, and realized the immense possibilities for expression that has 
the painting, and I said if Chagal puts a cow to fly, and why Guston is just an 
excuse I have the most important thing is freedom. 
Since then I have not done anything to work with honesty to know that freedom 
gives you the ability to reach the most intimate of your being, delivering a work 
that is a piece of your being, an eternal moment of life. 
 
To my energy is the essence that moves all, when I see these works is like sitting 
still watching the leaves of the trees dancing to the beat of the music of the air, 
the elegance of bamboo movement, flexibility and toughness, inspire me. 
 
Bambo Garden is a series of paintings, quiet, balanced, which use Japanese 
paper, very similar to linen, these paintings connect me with the work of Cy 
Tombly, Brice Marden, Mark Tobey, who admire always, I have been interested 
in Asian Calligraphy the work of children, unpainted walls full of graffiti Havana, 
enjoy the detail, the marks made by the time the oxidation of a metal, simple 
things and simple full of beauty. 
 
In these works I wanted to feel the enjoyment of the act of painting, without 
anxiety, only the work itself, regardless of where they would be shown and the 
one who would look, if you would be good or bad, would not only capture an 
outcome feelings. 
 


