
Showing people what they don't see even though they see it everyday with fragments 
inside the metro. On the train you can't pay attention to any one else. It's not safe and it 
is not comfortable. The way that you ride the train is to be completely isolated. 
Headphones, a book, a phone call are all elements that keep us in our own worlds, 
independent from those around us even when we see the same people everyday.  
Everyone rides in a group together but we make it a point to not see each other. Some 
of these people I would see twice a dat and I knew where they got off, where they got 
on, and where they are work. This work is about acknowledging the humanity that we 
don't see, but that is part of the texture of our experience. By engaging with these works 
you have broken the rule to not take interest in these people as I have in taking their 
picture. I am asking the audience to become a voyeur by creating a forth wall in the 
space.  

I spend 2-4 hours a day taking the train around Los Angeles. I take hundreds of photos, 
always when I am on the train. Searching for characters and narratives that are 
intriguing once set apart from the everyday course of life using the canvas as a stage 
for the story to unfold. A world where everyone is playing their character on their 
individual path, in their separate story, on their unique track that will take them off the 
train, but for this moment we all share the same space and time.   

These images are fragments of stories happening in one particular place - the metro. It 
is the perfect symbol because it is the place of transition, never final the destination. 
Everyone that I paint, they come from some place and are going to another, this is just a 
point of transition. In painting these moments each are slightly stylized and altered. As 
the creator of the stage, picking the images and how to communicate them through my 
painting, I manipulate the narrative and draw the audience to the characters with 
specific imagery. Each person caught in a gesture or a moment of repose chosen from 
the hundreds of photos taken tells of a specific journey and when blended with the 
others riding on the train, the audience gets to participate in deciphering the story.  


