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This collection of my work, “Noir,” is painted to evoke the gritty, often lonely, sensation 
one gets from an observation of streets at night. Los Angeles is the backdrop of most of 
my paintings, though I’ve also incorporated images from my years in New York. Each 
city has its own unique places. Places that are of no visual interest in daylight, but take 
on an aura of mystery and depth at night. It’s this subject matter that I find tantalizing. 
 
Los Angeles, with many iconic structures, provided settings from which I have derived 
my compositions. Hollywood exploited these same backdrops in the Film Noir genre, and 
I have piggybacked on this -- the Art Deco bridges that span the L.A. River, the desolate 
brick and masonry buildings in the historic downtown core, and the virtually deserted 
roads that curve around the Hollywood Hills.  
 
Film Noir dramatizes conflicts within characters and society. Both usually act within 
social norms, but under the surface seethe with evil and despair. Mostly shot in black 
and white - shadows play another dimension to Film Noir’s unfolding storyline. The 
modern horse-drawn chariot and cars, are also part of this era and ethos. You can follow 
in a car, or escape in a car.  Light to pursue and reveal. Darkness to hide and escape. 
 
Film Noir is America’s medium of Greek tragedy.  Things may work out for the hero, but 
they may not.  A friend described many of my paintings as having the quality of “...either 
something just happened, or something is just about to happen” My paintings allude to 
this anticipation, this sense of foreboding in a moment of quiet stillness:  
 
Many of my pieces have historical or mythical references:  “Arminius,” “Night of the 
Hunter,”  “Alhambra,” “Descent,” “The Appointed Hour,”  Some like “Threshold,” allude to 
life’s transitions... 
I aim for my paintings to connect us with the stories, conditions and experiences which 
we all, each of us a hero in our own unique narrative, have shared throughout the ages. 
Love, loss, betrayal, ambition, loneliness, life, death and fate. 
 
 


